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Noted Lewiston musical director/pianist
Donald D. Shrlmpton passes

Donald D. Shrimpton, 82, of
Lewiston, passed away on Aug.
23, 2020. He was born on Sept.
2, 1938, the son of Frederick and
Violet Shrimpton.

Shrimpton graduated from Ni-
agara Falls High School in 1956
and went on to earn his BA in
music education from the Uni-
versity at Buffalo.

In the late 1950s, he traveled
through New England doing eq-
uity musicals as part of a twin
piano team with Stan Keene.
Throughout his theater career,
he worked with Howard Keel,
Steve Lawrence, Kathryn Gray-
son, Ann Blyth, Jayne Mans-
field, Buster Keaton, John Kan-
der and many more. In the ’60s
and ’70’s, Shrimpton played at
John’s Flaming Hearth with his
trio that included Danny Palazzo
and Tony Grasso. He played at
the Alps Restaurant, Parkway
Inn, The Glass Bar, Treadway
Inn, The Whirlpool, Red Coach
Inn, Monte Carlo and other area
clubs.

He played with Johnny Bar-
bara, Tony Scibilia, Sal Paon-
essa, Joe DePetro, Joe Leo,
Jerry D’Amico, Joe Calato and
other fine musicians. His choral
background includes work with
Fred Waring, Don Besig, Robert
Wagner and Brock McLeheran.

In the ’70s and ’80s, while liv-
ing in Old Forge, Shrimpton
taught music at Town of Webb
School, was organist and choir
director at St. Niccolls Church,
and founded the Old Forge
Community Chorus. He played
piano at Rocky Point Inn and
ballet classes for Suzanne Far-
rell, from the New York City
Ballet Company, at her home on
4th Lake.
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Donald D. Shrimpton, above, and
with the Lewiston Choraleers.

For the past 30-plus years, he
has been accompanist for Shaw-
nee Press Musical Workshops
and Festivals. He retired as the
vocal music teacher at Lewiston-
Porter Middle School in 2000.
In 1997, he was Teacher of the
Year and his biography was pub-
lished in “Who’s Who Among
America’s Teachers.”

Locally, he has been a musi-
cal director at Artpark, Niagara
Falls Little Theater, NCCC,
Buffalo Seminary, Melody Fair,
Quad Productions, Niagara Fine
Arts Program, Retired Men’s
Service Club Chorus and was
the conductor and founder of
the Rainbow City Philharmonic.
Shrimpton was the first musical
director (Fantasticks, 1966) at
Niagara University with Brother
Augustine Towey, C.M., and was
director and founder of the NU
Glee Club. In 2003, he returned
to NU as the musical director
for its theater program, where
he founded the NU show choir/
theatre chorale. In April 2010,
he was musical director for
“Anything Goes” at the opening
of NU’s new theater and its first
NU alumni production: “The
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World Goes ‘Round” by Kander
and Ebb.

In 2007, he founded and di-
rected the Lewiston Choraleers,
a community chorus with 50-
plus members who performed
yearly concerts. Shrimpton’s
group performed in Ireland and
at Walt Disney World.

He toured with composer
Joseph Martin and Harmony
International to Washington,
D.C., accompanying the 200-
plus American Tapestry Choir
at a concert in Constitution Hall.
Shrimpton and company toured
through Ireland where they
performed at Kylemore Abbey
and Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in
Dublin among other venues.

He was the minister of music

at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
in Niagara Falls for 20 years,
retiring in 2019. Shrimpton con-
tinued his love for music by di-
recting the Lewiston Choraleers
from 2007 to his passing.

In a statement Wednesday,
the Lewiston Choraleers said,
“We are deeply saddened by the
passing of our beloved musical
director, mentor and friend. He
touched us and our audiences
with his love of music and will
forever be an inspiration to all of
us.”

He is survived by his wife of
54 years, Sandra Shrimpton
(Holihan); daughters Michelle
Hidalgo (Scott Bonime), Megan
Shrimpton (Jamie Bamford) and
Marcie Dimond; grandchildren
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Christopher and Gabrielle Hi-
dalgo, Aric, Aron, Kaitlyn Di-
mond and Jake Bamford; broth-
er-in-law Jack Holihan; nephew
Jack II (Kelly) Holihan; and
nieces Colleen (Lee) Huber and
Sherrill (Cy) Ellis.

A private graveside and burial
will be held in Riverdale Cem-
etery. A Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date to be an-
nounced. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations can be made
to the Lewiston No. 1 Fire Co.
Ambulance Fund, P.O. Box 748,
Lewiston, NY 14092.

Visit  www.hardisonfuneral-
homes.com for online condo-
lences.

Henk Schonewdle

Henk Schonewille passed
away at the age of 78 on Sunday,
July 19, 2020, following a brief
stay in the hospital.

Schonewille was born on April
28, 1942, in The Netherlands.
He immigrated to Canada with
his parents and siblings in 1954,
where they lived in the Niagara
Region then in Geraldton, On-
tario. He worked as a store man-
ager for many companies across
Canada, such as Kmart, Home
Hardware and Canadian Tire.

Schonewille returned to Ni-
agara Falls where he opened
The Water Depot, which he ran
with his wife, Colette (deceased
in 2017). In 2018, he moved to
Moncton, New Brunswick.
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Henk Schonewille

Henk will be missed by his
siblings, Alice Vandenburg
(Mart), Carla Coppel (Phil),

Hans Schonewille (Cheryl) and
John Schonewille (deceased in
2019) (Jenny); and many niec-
es/nephews. He is also missed
by his children, Scott Schone-
wille (Jacqueline), Jodi Johnson
(Rodney, deceased in 2019) and
Monica Jones (Mark). Also,
stepchildren Wendy Gauvreau,
Mike Woods (Crystal) and
David Woods; grandchildren
Ethan, Sophie, Phoebe, Tyler
and Madison; many step-grand-
children/great grandchildren;
and sister-in-law Norma Mcdou-
gall (Frank).

Cremation has already taken
place and Henk will be interred
with his late wife, Colette, in
New Liskeard, Ontario.
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